RIGHT HONOURABLE GENTLEMEN
Never can the Opposition rattle this perfectly collected
scholar into showing temper or committing an indis-
cretion. While he is speaking or answering questions
the whole of our Foreign Policy is in suspense. To the
real craftsmen of policy he must be a treasure; Eden
in the same office presumed by his depth of feeling
and clearness of vision substantially to affect policy.
Butler is incapable of such presumption.
He possesses the great advantage of a clear voice;
when he is once again allowed to say something of
importance everyone will be able to hear. His own
future is vitally important to him, but he is young
enough to be readily amused, at himself or at others.
The practice of eloquent silence has been pursued
with wan solemnity, when suddenly and spontaneously
he bursts into a hearty giggle. In his boyhood there
may have been no time for mischief. He was indus-
triously making ready to be a complete Butler. Some
attractive fount of fun is ever waiting within his over-
worked body to gush out and make up for all the years
that have been squandered in useful toil. If the gushes
were allowed a freer outlet his efficiency would not
suffer a jot of harm.
Of Mr. Butler many would say, "Here is a young man
pre-destined to leadership. Nothing could keep it away
from him.33 Yet it is not simple to foresee any such
climax. He cannot be offered to public admiration as
the passionate patriot, the philosophic aristocrat or the
honest simpleton. The Conservative party seems to need
one of these three characters to navigate its man-of-war.
Another man with an astonishingly similar record,
equipment and training is Mr. Geoffrey Lloyd. He
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